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New England Patriots (11-5) AFC East 1st Place, #2 Divisional Seed, Super Bowl Champions

Key Players: T. Brady, J. Edelman, S. Michel, S. Mason; D. McCourty, T. Flowers, D. Harmon

Another masterful and quite possibly the most impressive performance from Belichick and Brady. This season's success
was truly a team effort as the Patriots statistically were good, not great, but the defense that struggled all season stifled
some of the best offenses during the post season and delivered the Super Bowl victory, 13-3 (lowest scoring in history),
over the Rams. The offense was an efficient, ball-control offense (27.2 pts/game, ranks 4th; 393.4 yds/game, ranks 5th)
that relied on the running game (43%, only TEN and SEA ran more often), limited negative plays and protected the ball
(+10 TO mrgn, ranks 5th). The defense that struggled during the 1st half of the season rallied and allowed only 13
pts/game in the final 9 games of the season. Despite having a poor pass rush (8.97% QT rate) the secondary did manage
18 INTs (ranks t-3rd). NE defeated the LAC, 41-28, in the wild card game, KC, 37-31 in the AFC championship.
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