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New England Patriots (14-2) AFC East 1st Place, #1 Seed, Super Bowl Champion

Key Players: T. Brady, L. Blount, J. Edelman; L. Ryan, T. Flowers, M. Butler

The Patriots season opened with some concern, as Brady served a four game suspension for his part in “Deflategate.”
However, during his absence backups Garoppolo and Brissett were able to guide the team to a 3-1 record. Brady picked up
from there and delivered an MVP caliber performance (112.2 rtg, 67.4% comp., 28 TDs, 2 INTs), throwing to a solid cadre
of WRs, and defenses struggled to stop NE’s pass-first offense. Add the power of RB Blount (18 TDs) in the running game
and scoring was not a problem (27.6 pts/game). All of this was coupled with a defense that allowed only 15.6 pts./game,
and the outcome was a net point differential of +191 (ranks 1st). Playoff victories over HOU and PIT set the stage for an
superb Super Bowl matchup with ATL. Super Bowl 51 will likely remain as one of the most exciting in history, as Brady and
the Patriots mounted a shocking 2nd half comeback, erasing a 25 pt. deficit and stealing an OT win from ATL, 34-28.
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