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Denver Broncos (12-4) AFC West 1st Place, #1 Seed, Super Bowl Champion

Key Players: P. Manning, R. Hillman, D. Thomas; B. Marshall, D. Trevathan, V. Miller, A. Talib, D. Wolfe, D. Ware

Simply put, the old adage “Defense wins championships” described this year’s Broncos team perfectly. Statistically, the
Broncos defense was the best defense (4.38 yds/play, a full 2 yard below the next best defense) of the past 5 years, at
least. They led the league in pass defense (5.11 yds/play), rush defense (3.28 yds/play) and sacks (53). The relentless
pass rush came from all angles with LB Miller (11, not ranked in top 5 and only player with 10+) and veteran LB Ware
(7.5) leading the way. Defensive dominance was a requirement since the offense (355 yds/game, 5.4 yds/play, ranks
18th) struggled throughout the season. QB Manning (59.8%, 9 TD, 17 INT, 67.9 rtg) was interception-prone and delivered
what was arguably his worst career performance. Playoff victories over PIT, 23-16, in the divisional round and NE, 20-18,
in the conference championship were followed by a dominant defensive performance to easily defeat CAR, 24-10, in SB 50.
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