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Carolina Panthers (15-1) NFC South 1st Place, #1 Seed, NFC Champion

Key Players: C. Newton, J. Stewart, G. Olsen; L. Kuechly, K. Short, K. Coleman, T. Davis, J. Norman

The Panthers did not lose a regular season game until the week 16 road game against divisional opponent Atlanta Falcons.
Dominant on both sides of the ball, the Panthers led the league in scoring with 31.2 pts/game and turnover margin (+20).
The offense, led by league MVP QB C. Newton (35 TD, 10 INT, 636 rushing yards), ran more than any team in league
(142.6 yds/game, ranks 2nd, 4.3 yds/att, ranks 9th) and utilized TE G. Olsen (77 rec., 1104 yards) as the primary target
in the passing game. Defense, however, was the team’s key strength allowing only 4.9 yds/play (ranks 2nd). Speed at LB
with Kuechly and Davis, a shutdown CB Norman and a solid pass rush stifled opponents. The Panthers faced only three
teams (GB, SEA, HOU) with a winning record and the out-of-division opponents were a hapless 71-89. After relatively easy
playoff wins over SEA, 31-24, and ARZ, 49-15, the Panthers lost Super Bowl 50 to DEN, 10-24, in frustrating fashion.
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